
Parent Meeting 
Phonics Screening Check



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• A word-reading test at the end of Year 1.

• Children read 40 words.

• If they do not successfully read 32 words 
(23/24 pass mark) they will be given extra 
support and repeat the test in year 2. 

• It means all children will be able to read 
accurately before year 3. 



Speed Sounds Set 3

Children learn 

all of the 

sounds on this 

chart. 

Once they 
know all of 
these sounds, 
they will be 
able to read 
any unfamiliar 
word.



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’

We teach children to read words using the routine ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, 

read the word’.

Children spot the ‘Special Friends’ (two letters that make one sound), Fred talk 

the word, and then read the whole word.

For example, ‘sh’, sh-i-p, ship.



Nonsense words

Half of the words in the check are real words.

Half are nonsense words. For example, ‘sheb’, ‘glight’, ‘ched’, ‘teb’.

Nonsense words are used to assess children’s reading.

They check that children will be able to read the sounds they know in unfamiliar 

words. 
They read these words using the same routine as real words – ‘Special Friends, Fred 

Talk.’



Teach every child to read



What can I do?

1. Help your child to use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’ to read 
words.

2. Practise reading sounds speedily.       

3. Listen to your child read their Storybook   every day.

- School may send home virtual classroom videos to support 
your child to learn the sounds to read at home.

- School may send home alien words for you to practise with 
your child at home.  



Free Video Tutorials (ruthmiskin.com)



Online resources available

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Any questions?
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